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1.

Purpose and Outcome
Purpose: This handbook is a reference for those who are considering becoming a Freestyle Ski judge.
You don’t have to have a child participating in the sport; anyone with an interest in sports and a love for
the outdoors can become a Freestyle ski judge. Competitive and coaching experience in the sport is an
asset in assessing developing athletes.

Outcome: The goal is to provide you with enough information so that you have a good understanding of
what is involved in becoming a Freestyle judge and prepare you for your first judging assignment. We
hope that it will help to develop a sense of belonging, be meaningful and relevant to a new recruit and
be part of the developmental process as you progress up the judging ‘ladder’.

Freestyle Skiing consists of the following six disciplines: Moguls, Dual Moguls, Aerials, Halfpipe,
Slopestyle, and Big Air or Table Top.

On-hill Competition Or ganizational Str uctur e - Wher e J udges Fit In!

2.

Role of a freestyle judge
As a new judge, you are here to learn, to be open-minded, and not be afraid to ask questions. As a
judge your role is to assess and score each competitor skier without bias, according to a set of defined
criteria.

3.

Training
3.1 Judges Clinics
Why?
Clinics improve your understanding of the sport and provide you with a basis of knowledge on which
you are able to judge each competitor They also provide a forum in which you have an opportunity to
discuss runs and tricks.
When?
Judges clinics are held in each province and facilitated by experienced FIS judges usually in the fall each
year.
Who attends?
All judges are required to attend a judges’ clinic each year to review and learn any new changes to the
judging criteria prior to the start of the competitive season.
What?

As a new judge, you will learn the basics of the different disciplines of Freestyle Skiing. Not all ski hills in
Canada have the facilities to host a competition that covers all of the Freestyle disciplines, so your
training will be tailored to what you need to know for your specific region. As you progress as a judge,
you will eventually learn to assess all of the Freestyle disciplines.
Content:
Your training will consist of a combination of classroom notes, video review and lots of discussion. It is
recommended that you download and bring with you a few assistive documents such as the FIS Judges
Manual found on the CFSA website at www.freestyleski.com.

3.2 On-snow clinic: Where and when it can be accommodated, it is recommended that you attend an
on-snow judges’ clinic. This will provide you with an opportunity to put your classroom knowledge into
on-snow practice prior to a competition assignment.

3.3 Scoring: Each judge will use individual scorecards for each competitor. All scorecards indicate the
name and bib number of the competitor, the run (qualifying or final), gender of the competitor and a
score.

4.

Safety:
4.1 Equipment:
Judges Stand: Each judge is responsible for inspecting the judges stand to ensure it is safe to use. Judges
stands vary for each event site. You may be sitting on scaffolding on top of a trailer at one event and
standing on the snow at the next. Everyone helps each other on and off the stand and ‘spots’ when
climbing scaffolding. The judges’ area is to be fenced and closed-off to competitors and spectators.

4.2 Course inspection: All judges are to inspect the course before the official training the day of the
event. This will allow you to see any challenges the athletes may encounter on the course during the
competition.

4.3 Being prepared for the weather:
•

Clothing – wear multiple layers to accommodate various weather conditions. The day may start out
nice and sunny but end up cold and snowing. A glove works best for your writing hand. Bring hand
and toe warmers, back and neck wraps found in drugstores. You will be stationary for long periods
of time, so bring something to sit on i.e. a pillow, blanket or sleeping bag if the weather is going to
be really cold. Don't forget a hat and sunscreen. It is always a good idea to warm-up properly
before putting on skis to return to the lodge after the competition and remember your ski boots
will be cold.

•

5.

As you will be sitting for long periods of time, it is recommended that you do not drink hot fluids in
the morning just prior to the competition.

Expectations:
5.1 When to be on the stand and preparing for the competition:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be early and on the stand prior to training so you can focus for the whole training period.
It is extremely important that you watch training and put down practice scores to establish a
scoring range prior to the start of the competition.
Be open to accepting feedback from the Head Judge which may lead to reconsidering your score.
No members of the panel are to be under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
Judges assessed by the Head Judge, to be incapable of good quality judging will be asked to leave
the panel.
Behave in a respectful and sportsmanlike manner towards members of the Organizing Committee,
athletes, coaches, officials, volunteers, and the public.

5.2 Post competition, off the stand: As one of the competition officials you are expected to act in a
correct and professional manner. Athletes, coaches, parents and the public have an expectation of
officials, and perceptions are easily misconstrued.

6.

Communications:
Who do you communicate with pre, during and post competition? Who speaks for the judges?
•
•
•
•

7.

8.

Discussions on the stand concerning competitors’ scores are initiated only by the Head Judge.
No competitor, team representative or spectator should be allowed to approach the judges stand
or speak with judges during the competition.
Any protest or problem arising from judging will be dealt with by the Jury.
If you are approached by a parent or coach about scores, refer them to the Head Judge.

Mentoring:
It is important to keep your mind fresh about new tricks - the sport is always changing, so talk to
athletes and coaches and keep informed. Shadow judge or be a judge assistant at any competitions you
are able to attend. This training only helps with your experience and will make you a better judge.

Development:
How do you progress as a judge? Where do you start? How long does it take to get to the next level?
Everyone begins as an E level judge and gets started at club or entry level competitions. With training,
experience and perseverance, you can work your way through the system to attain the highest license a FIS ‘A’. Attached are the criteria for moving up the Canadian judges’ ladder.

9

Competition meetings:

It is recommended that all judges attend all briefings and team captain meetings prior to each event.
This provides you with all of the latest competition information.

10.

Judges Code of Conduct
Please see the CFSA Judges Code of Conduct available at freestyleski.com

11.

Role of the Head Judge
The Head Judge ensures a “level playing field” and that fair and accurate scores are recorded so that the
best athlete of the day wins.

12.

Judges licenses/upgrades, passbooks,
All judges must be members in good standing of the CFSA and have a current CFSA judge’s license each
year. This ensures that you and the host club are insured while judging.

13.

Assignments
Assignments are done usually in November once local, provincial and national competition dates and
locations have been determined. Provincial Head Judge assigns provincial panel. A committee of the
CFSA Judges Advisory Group (JAG) assigns judges to Canadian events.

14.

Compensation
Provincial associations (PSO) determine if, and how much judges will be paid for provincial and lower
level competitions. There are standard compensation policies for Canadian and above competitions.
Check with your provincial head judge on what compensation is available for judges.

15.

Website references for training and information

http://www.ontariofreestyle.com/index.cfm?pagePath=Member_Services/Judges/Judging_Resource/Vi
deo_Resource&id=51220

www.fis-ski.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-Mi5mG4BsQ – 10 Best Freestyle Tricks
http://www.freestylecanada.ski/en/membership/individual/
http://www.freestylecanada.ski/en/resources/judges/

